


MESSAGE FROM JOHN RICHARD SMITH, 
PODGER, Special Representative

Aloha and Mahalo, for allowing me the Honor and Privilege to work with you. in renewing and 

refreshing the order of Elks in Kona, Hawaii. 

You are some of the BEST PEOPLE ON EARTH! 

The Kona-Hawaii Elks Lodge #2616 is on track to become the undisputed best place to meet the 

friendliest and finest people on the West side of the big island. 

Two years ago December 2019, we started this project, and it has been quite the task; however, 

the rewards have been far more significant than any reasonable expectations. It was never a 

goal to dispose of or forget any of the arduous and outstanding work that so many great Elks 

had done before us. However, it was time for the newer and younger members to pull their 

weight and do their part. 

The dream or expectation was to proceed in a way that would show that we are "HONORING 

THE PAST EMBRACING THE FUTURE." 

The first six months were grueling, trying to remain open and pay off the debt acquired over 

the prior two years. 

And we were dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Well, that, with everyone's hard work, understanding, and volunteer hours, was accomplished 

In record time. 

We spent the next six months looking for a property we could afford to purchase, a new home, 

a forever home. 

While struggling with the COVID-19 pandemic and our financial history, we soon realized that 

this objective would have to be placed on hold. Still, it was more than evident if we remained 

stagnant, we would never move forward; we would continue to flounder. Taking from Peter to 

pay Paul is very fatiguing. Its effect is to remove the joy of serving Elkdom only to be replaced 

with a constant struggle, and we would never accomplish our goal of acquiring a forever home. 

One year ago, December 2020, we started an earnest search for a more appropriate facility to 

house and to be home to the Kona-Hawaii Elks Lodge# 2616. At this time, our Exalted Ruler 

Lourdes passed, and that unexpected loss cast a dark cloud over us all. 

Early in the first quarter of 2021, we were blessed to find the old theater available at such a 

reasonable price that we could easily afford it and make it the jewel it will soon be. Call it karma 

or just good clean living, but this opportunity was like a breath of fresh air to the members who 

have worked so hard for so long, Yes they were revitalized and ready to hit the road running 

again. 

On 1 July 2021, after a great deal of research and several meetings informing and explaining our 

plan to every interested member and our leadership, we have moved to the home of the Kona­

Hawai i Elks Lodge's# 2161 to 75-170 Hualalai Road. We have quite a crew of great volunteers 

who sincerely care about every member and the home for their Lodge; they have worked 

tirelessly for the last six months, and their labor of love certainly is visible to anyone and 

everyone who cares to look. 





Message from the ER



This time of yea� reminds me how much l miss my family as I'm sure many of you do. It has 
been nice to have my fellow Elks around me to fill the void. We have missed many of you this 
holiday season and I personally hope to see you in the lodge soon. Celebrate with us these 
amazing holidays and celebrate an exciting new year. 

NICOLE JOHNSTON 

ESTEEMED LEADING 

KNIGHT 

Nancy Albright, Membership Committee Chairman 

This has been a very big and exciting year for the lodge, making the move to a larger facility, 
that we intend to be "A Very Central Gem of the Community." If you are not yet involved in 
some way with the upgrading of our new Members Lounge, Elks Cafe, Large Central Theatre, 
or the Lodge Event Center, please treat yourself to a very rewarding endeavor, giving back to 
your lodge and community! Just come in for a beverage and a dinner, and ask about all the 
ways you can contribute to the venture ... 

I challenge you to dig out, and rend, your booklet,"What It Means To Be An Elk" (or ask the 
bartender, secretary or E.R. for one). "The Elks Point Of View" reads (paraphrased) as follows: 
The Benevolent and Protective Order of The Elks, of which you are an important part, believes 
that laughter is better than tears, and a kind word more powerful than a frown. The dreo.m of a 
better world becomes reality when shaped by enough willing hearts and hands. 

I can't wait to see where the next year brings us! Wishing you nothing but happiness in the new 
year. 

NANCY ALBRIGHT 

OiAIRMAN OF 

THE MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE & TRUSTEE 

Thanks for everyone's support while we transition our lodge. We are working very hard to get 

our lodge up and running. Please be patient and thank you for your support. 

ART CHANG 
ESTEEMED 
LOVALKNIGHT 

We now have over 400 members in our lodge with 15 more candidates in the line-up to 
become members. We still have members who have not paid their dues. If you know any 
of these Elks or you sponsored their membership, encourage them to come in, visit awhile 
and pay their dues. As we move into 2022, I ask all my fellow Elks to make a strong effort to 
recruit new candidates. 

TERRI THOMAS 

SECRETARY 
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